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Meet Your Emcee!



THANK YOU TO OUR HOSTS AND FUNDERS

VT Small Business Development Center  

VT Career and Technical Student Organizations

VT Business Education Corp.

U.S. Small Business Administration – VT District Office

The J. Warren & Lois McClure Foundation 

State of Vermont – Office of the State Treasurer



THANK YOU 

TO OUR 

COMMITTEE

• LAUREL BUTLER, Vermont Small Business Development Center

• DARCY CARTER, Small Business Administration – VT District Office

• BRIAN DeCLUE, Small Business Administration – VT District Office

• JACOB DUBOIS, Uptown Cow 

• PHYLLIS ERSHOWSKY, Vermont Small Business Development Center

• SARAH KEARNS, Vermont Small Business Development Center 

• SUSAN LADD, Vermont Career & Technical Student Organizations 

• LILI McKINSTRY, UVM Business/Marketing Student

• LINDA ROSSI, Vermont Small Business Development Center



VERMONT GOVERNOR, PHIL SCOTT
“I, Philip B. Scott, Governor, hereby proclaim February 5-9, 2024 as

ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK in Vermont and call on Vermonters and Vermont businesses 

and organizations to celebrate our great entrepreneurial spirit by encouraging our youth 

to explore their ideas and pursue their goals.”



Mike Pieciak
Vermont State Treasurer

. 

Mike Pieciak was inaugurated as Vermont’s 31st State 
Treasurer in January 2023 .

The office serves as the State’s banker and chief 
investment officer, accounting for the receipt and 
disbursement of public funds, short and long-term debt 
management, investment of state funds, administration 
of three retirement systems and pension funds, 
collecting and returning unclaimed financial property to 
rightful owners, improving the financial literacy of 
Vermonters, and advising state policymakers on various 
fiscal and policy issues.

Previously he served as the Commissioner of the 
Vermont Department of Financial Regulation and  
practiced law in Burlington.



Lindsay Kurrle
Vermont Secretary of the Agency of

Commerce  &  Community Development

Lindsay Kurrle is the Secretary of the Agency 

of Commerce and Community Development 

appointed by the Governor. The office is in 

charge of business promotion, housing, 

community and economic development. 

Prior to this Lindsay was the state Labor 

Commissioner. She also owned her own 

business and in her earlier career she was a 

government audit specialist. 



LINDA ROSSI
VtSBDC State Director

VtSBDC is delighted to once again 

support this  much anticipated annual 

event that focuses on our students who 

are the future of Vermont.

Tomorrow’s business leaders and 

employers are in our schools today!
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Students | Teachers | Administrators 

School  Representatives | Members of VtCTSO’s 

VT Career & Technical Student Organizations

Entrepreneurs | Business Owners  

Community  Members | Governmental Leaders 

Parents | Family Members 

and all Supporters of Entrepreneurship for All Ages!

And - THANK YOU  for Joining Today!
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Ash Kennett – Max Petrossi 

Digital Repair Surgeons

https://youtu.be/lguJJYXzUfU?si=RediV2HH--dZoOHW

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlguJJYXzUfU%3Fsi%3DRediV2HH--dZoOHW&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785110151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W0Cwm1iU9%2FSW%2Bf087ySX5BRyObJE6aUUorUN6%2Fse3tI%3D&reserved=0


https://youtu.be/lguJJYXzUfU?si=RediV2HH--dZoOHW

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlguJJYXzUfU%3Fsi%3DRediV2HH--dZoOHW&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785110151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W0Cwm1iU9%2FSW%2Bf087ySX5BRyObJE6aUUorUN6%2Fse3tI%3D&reserved=0
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1QoPYvE1X70nwJQrPdxOgjGSv6v1isDeq/view


2023 Theme

Chris Peck   &   Gabriella Flanders

Casey Alberico Photography 

https://youtu.be/cDL6xifrPxU?si=D1QVNmfF9eYp0nsC

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FcDL6xifrPxU%3Fsi%3DD1QVNmfF9eYp0nsC&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785093689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h8qPuu3M%2FRtblklZ%2BMcYmZfRE6ksRWh0rLS02OhhNic%3D&reserved=0


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1RFkoD5imS9Qk0fFFEdf01M-9jUJXv10k/view
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Lei DeGroot

Interview with Mr. Pickel

https://youtu.be/UP39ROF9-Ro?feature=shared

https://youtu.be/UP39ROF9-Ro?feature=sharedhttps://youtu.be/UP39ROF9-Ro?feature=shared

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FUP39ROF9-Ro%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785115023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tH89s%2FII6J9pgewrMLb5c%2B3wCCEEtWBQS4NUJW4iayw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FUP39ROF9-Ro%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785115023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tH89s%2FII6J9pgewrMLb5c%2B3wCCEEtWBQS4NUJW4iayw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FUP39ROF9-Ro%3Ffeature%3Dshared&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785115023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tH89s%2FII6J9pgewrMLb5c%2B3wCCEEtWBQS4NUJW4iayw%3D&reserved=0


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1QpTIrwTX_NgwchEw5RomaF0ei8iNYPkg/view


Sarah comes to VtSBDC with two decades of 

experience working in both large companies 

and startups. Prior to moving to Vermont in 

2006, Sarah worked in the Boston area for 

Converse, Inc., focusing on business 

development in Latin America. After her time 

at Converse, she worked for a series of start-up 

companies primarily on the strategy and 

business development of consumer products. 

During that time, she also completed her M.B.A. 

at Babson College.

SARAH KEARNS
VtSBDC Business Advisor and Statewide 

Strategic Projects Advisor

MEET YOUR INTERVIEW  

FACILITATOR… 



Meet Skylar Bagdon
SKYLAR BAGDON

Verde Technologies - CEO

Skylar is the CEO of Verde Technologies  founded by Doctors 

Randall Headrick & Richards Miller in 2020 who   invented a 

groundbreaking solar cell that will accelerate the renewable energy 

transition, using a perovskite solar panels which are  more efficient, 

economical, and sustainable.

Skylar pursued a self-designed major in Sustainable 

Technology Commercialization at UVM, was Vice-President of the 

UVM Entrepreneurship Club and was Founder and Director of the 

Academic Research Commercialization (ARC) Program which lead to 

the Verde.

In addition, he lead the business development of a mobile app 

platform called Panic Mechanic that works to treat panic attacks, 

worked on a venture called Chromajam creating music reactive 

lighting technology and ran the Startup Power Scavengers that was 

working to commercialize technology that produces electricity from 

walking. 



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1n9PBePGPEyBSxTk_HFNCU436h6px9I3u/view
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Maria Dritschilo  &  Brayden Schreiber

Hudson’s Auto Body
https://youtu.be/DCfgxpxPDx8?si=M4IBVStKywBx6VAs

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FDCfgxpxPDx8%3Fsi%3DM4IBVStKywBx6VAs&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785100044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5wDQvGZ88UPgaSEsIpVSqzasy3nnnavYPhbGgOl%2FV0I%3D&reserved=0


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1fDx76O87PZZRr2Snv54AhdaUj6_INF4v/view
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Taben Young  and Ryan Dydo 

Wood One, Inc. (version 2)

https://youtu.be/T3Ssowj9FtI?si=EvCw4cppj28W0tGp

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FT3Ssowj9FtI%3Fsi%3DEvCw4cppj28W0tGp&data=05%7C02%7Cbrian.declue%40sba.gov%7C6f6c572fed634394c60708dc18776e5a%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C638412148785105193%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qCJgdpLRhNI4sDLvjS9oXgK3rC41YFo6Vq0bl7t3Xtc%3D&reserved=0


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQw5rtmkr83ZNuuSJDGV49erekKJLqQ6/view


Meet 

Marco Caliandro

MARCO CALIANDRO

Marco is a Senior at UVM (graduating this spring 
2024) majoring in Psychology with a minor in 
Consumer & Advertising.  

He is a team Lead at The Academic Research 
Commercialization program (ARC) which is a student 
lead, paid internship, that gives undergraduates the 
opportunity to commercialize new technologies 
created by UVM professors. This significant
experience sparked his interest in business 
development and entrepreneurship, guiding him to 
starting his own clothing company with another UVM 
co-founding student.

Marco’s passion for entrepreneurship grows the 
more engaged he becomes in his own work and he is 
excited to share what he has learned so far. 



Presented by Marco Caliandro

Tips and Tricks for Pitching Your 

Business Idea 



Student Entrepreneurship



Jordan Bilow - Creative Director, CEO

Marco Caliandro,  Chief of Sales and Marketing, COO



MENTAL HEALTH IN FASHION



RESHAPING WELLNESS





BUSINESS MODEL



GO-TO MARKET PLAN







MAKING 
MONEY

TAM 

$187B 

SAM 

$9.3B 

SOM

$1.8B



LOCAL IMPACT



THANK YOU!

Jordan Bilow - jbilow@uvm.edu

Marco Caliandro - mcaliand@uvm.edu



Feedback

Friends and 

Family

Advisors and 

Mentors

Potential Customers



Experiment, Iterate, Get 

Creative! 
Could I get your 
feedback on my 

logo?

• Failing fast gets you there 

• Pivot, most initial ideas change

• Think about how your customer is 

in pain without your idea



Thank you! 

Feel free to reach out 

with any questions! 

mcaliand@uvm.edu
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How about Playing 

Kahoot



Welcome to

THE RESULTS ARE IN... 

Add a heading

ANNOUNCING THE WINNERS OF THE 2024 STUDENT 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP DAY BUMPER STICKER COMPETITION



Leigh Hodgdon

HONORABLE MENTIONS

Lyndon Institute

Greta Ketterling
Burlington Technical Center



Southwest Tech

HONORABLE  MENTIONS

Simonne Connors Gavohn Gonyaw-Eaton
Lyndon Institute



Tucker Thorpe
Champlain Valley Union High School

Elliot Cousino
Essex Center For Technology

HONORABLE  MENTIONS



Erma Taplin
Stafford Technical Center

HONORABLE  MENTIONS

Burlington Technical Center

Jane Sitek Shaver



3rd Place –Lillian Zieba
Southwest Tech



2nd Place      Jelde Meyer
Patricia A.   Hannaford Career Center



1st Place  - Silas Quinn
Patricia A.   Hannaford Career Center



Welcome to

THE RESULTS ARE IN... 

ANNOUNCING THE WINNERS OF THE 2024 STUDENT 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP DAY VIDEO COMPETITION
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Ash Kennett & Max Petrossi 

Digital Repair Surgeons

Stafford Technical Center 

HONORABLE MENTION
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Lei DeGroot

Interview with Mr. Pickel

U-32 Middle and High School 

HONORABLE MENTION
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Maria Dritschilo  &  Brayden Schreiber

Hudson’s Auto Body 

Stafford Technical Center 

3rd Place
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Chris Peck  &  Gabriella Flanders
Casey Alberico Photography

Stafford Technical Center 

2nd Place



Welcome toTaben Young & Ryan Dydo 
Wood One, Inc. (version 2)

Stafford Technical Center 

1st Place



Next Steps & Upcoming
Check out the VtSBDC link for Youth and Educators Programs

• Business Plan (Business Model Canvas) and/or Business Pitch  Competitions – Entries due May 21st

• Entrepreneurship “Creativity & Innovation” - Governor’s Institutes of VT – June 23-June 28  -w/ 

option to earn 3 college credits – Vermont State University – Randolph Campus

• Educator/Workforce Professionals Program - Fall 2024  - 2 day immersion at Lake Morey Resort 

with follow on -- optional 3  graduate credits through Vermont State University  

• Start Your Own Business workshops - virtual - year-round (free) - vtsbdc.org

• New March Weekly Entrepreneurial Topic Series for students & educators – stay tuned

• Lots of VT Career & Technical Student Organization opportunities http://vtctso.com/

https://www.vtsbdc.org/specialty-services/youth-entrepreneurship/
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VtSBDC – website - https://www.vtsbdc.org/about-vt-sbdc/

Start Your Own Business workshops - virtual - year-round (free)

Many business resources for all: https://www.vtsbdc.org/resourcs-2/

The J. Warren & Lois McClure Foundation – 2023/2024  Vermont’s Most Promising Jobs

https://mcclurevt.org/most-promising-jobs/

Vermont Career & Technical Student Organizations - http://vtctso.com/

Lots of opportunities for students~

Small Business Administration – Vermont District Office -

Vermont | U.S. Small Business Administration (sba.gov)

Helpful Links

https://www.vtsbdc.org/about-vt-sbdc/
https://www.vtsbdc.org/resources-2/
https://mcclurevt.org/most-promising-jobs/
http://vtctso.com/%E2%80%8B
https://www.sba.gov/district/vermont
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THANK YOU!
You are the future of Vermont and we are here to help you build a 

foundation in critical thinking and communication skills for your 

life-long career, whether or not you become an entrepreneur! 

The possibilities are ENDLESS and we want to help you

always be looking for ways to

Build Your Network & Find Your Own Groove!

Visit vtsbdc.org for more information & upcoming events!

http://www.vtsbdc.org

